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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 
ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

July 7, 2010 

Issue 13 

D 
ear Family, 
 

I finished my speaking time at Mt. Hermon. It was a 

good experience to be at Mt. Hermon. Over the last 
61 years of JEMS camps many lives have been 

changed; by leading people to Christ as Lord, 
meeting a future spouse or being encouraged to grow 

in the Lord. I want to thank each of you who took the time to write a 
letter or note of encouragement to me. Most of the letters arrived by 

Wednesday and they were very timely, for I was strengthened for 

Thursday’s message. Thank you!  I don’t know how the Lord was 
working in the lives of the campers — I will wait to hear the 

responses from the people. 
 

It’s summertime and we have a lot going on: Ohana Fest (7/10), 

College Retreat (7/16-19), Pastor Bunso’s Retirement Party (7/18), 
VBS (7/26-30) and Youth Camp (8/8-13). At the same time, we are 

planning for the Fall and the new year. 
 

As you are planning for the Fall, I hope you will consider taking the 
Perspectives missions course; Tommy Park will be leading for the 3rd 

year. A lot of people in our church have taken this course and it has 

changed their lives. I wish each of you would take it because it will 
give you a new world perspective. Publicity will be out soon so plan 

now!  It’s on Monday nights (September 13, 2010 through January 
10, 2011) and you can receive college credit. 

 

We have seen a movement of God out of the church and into the 
world. We are called to be the living proof of the grace of God by 

living transformed lives. But being God’s ambassadors still begins 
with a solid, sustaining, loving, abiding relationship with Jesus. We 

need to stay connected as we do His will and light up the world. 
 

Have a great summer! God bless. 

 
His child, 

Pastor Steve 
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Annual Seminarian Scholarship 
Golf Tournament 

Monday, August 16 
Rio Hondo Golf Club 
10627 Old River School Rd. 
Downey, CA 90241 

Tournament Registration Deadline: August 1 

(Make checks payable to GVBC) 

  10:00 AM:    check-in begins, driving range open 
  12:00 PM:   shotgun start 
  Awards:     1st thru 5th each flight * 
  Fee:            $150.00 
  Includes:    shared cart, box lunch, dinner, golf shirt, gift bag, tee prizes, par 3 hole-in-one 

prizes, new 2010 Nissan, cash prizes 

Support our seminary students (Layne Wakuta Pastoral Intern — Junior High and in the spring 
2011 Priscilla Babila). Your support can be made in many different ways: as a golfer, as a 
volunteer, as a tee sponsor, or by contributing to our prize packages. 

Tee Sponsors: If you would like to contribute to the Scholarship Fund as a company or an 
individual without participating in the golf tournament, Tee Sponsorship is an excellent 
opportunity to do so. Being a Tee Sponsor is a great way to invest in the lives of those 
dedicated to serve in the Christian Ministry. For $100 you can support our seminary students 
as a Tee Sponsor. Your contribution is recognized with a sign on the golf course and in the 
event program. The deadline for Tee Sponsorship is August 1, 2010. 

Contact Tak Shimazaki for Sponsorship info. via the church office or email him at: 
takshim@yahoo.com. 

Raffle Prizes: Please contribute to our raffle drawing by donating prizes. Contact any one of 
the committee members if you’re able to make a donation. 

Tee Prizes (Door Prizes): Does your company have something that can be given to every 
golfer? If you can donate 150 items, we’d like to include them in the tee bags (door prizes) 
given. 

Facilities: Pro Shop, equipment and cart rentals, golf lessons, driving range, practice putting 
greens, practice area, banquet facilities, coffee shop and cocktail lounge. 

*Amateur golfers ONLY are eligible. 
All unverifiable handicaps will be placed in the Calloway Flight. 

Tournament Chairman: Tak Shimazaki 
Tournament Director: Shigeki Ogata 
Player Registration: Bill & Teresa Louie 
Corporate Sponsor & Banquet: James Hirano 
Volunteers: Frank Nakamura & Richard Imatomi 
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Come join our Prayer Safari!  This year’s theme centers around the Lord’s Prayer. Children will 
learn about the love of Christ. 

Registration forms available in the Sunday school classes, the Narthex counter or from the 
office. Deadline to register and for supply donations is Sunday, July 11 or until maximum 

capacity has been reached. 

We need your help!  VBS is a wonderful opportunity to minister to the children in our 
neighborhood and church. Would you consider just one of the many ways you can help us bring 

Jesus to the lives of these young ones? 

There are so many ways to be involved. We need help with: 

� Donating supplies for crafts. 

� Contributing snacks for the staff. 
� Teaching or helping in the classroom. 

� Being a mighty prayer warrior. 

We need a form filled out by every volunteer even if you have already committed to help. Forms 
need to be on file by July 16. 

For volunteer sign up or donation information contact: 
Susan Wakuta, ext 689 or susan@gvbc.net. 
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AAAA     generation blesses the next. Like Denise Hadley’s mother, Eleanor 
Musser, Denise is passing her love of 
God on to her children. Day in and day 
out, Eleanor was a consistent Christian 
example to Denise and her siblings. 
With a deep love for the Lord, Denise 
imparts this to her children, Bethany, 
Kathleen, Joshua, and Victoria, ages 15, 14, 13, 
and 9, respectively. 

Answered prayers for her children 

A strong proponent of prayer, Denise prayed for 
her children, even before they were conceived. 
Her prayers included that they would accept 
Christ at an early age, always serve the Lord and 
have a heart for missions. Both Bethany and 
Joshua have felt God’s calling to go into full-time 
ministry. Next June, Bethany will graduate high 
school and plans to attend a Bible institute, 
working toward this goal. 

Tijuana, Mexico Mission Trip 

On a Saturday in May, Denise and Kathleen 
joined 10 churches from the South Bay (which 
includes GVBC) in ministering for the day at Vine 
La Cristo La Teresa Church (VLCLTC) in Tijuana, 
Mexico. Bread of Life church leads this missions 
ministry, which Denise and her family have 
participated in for the past four years. As head of 
the Children’s Ministry at VLCLTC, Denise led a 
VBS where she gave an invitation to receive the 
Lord.  Forty dads, moms, and children received 
the Lord.  Denise’s proactive part in missions is 
an answer to her mother’s fervent prayer that her 
children would grow up to have a heart for and be 
involved in missions. 

Cool treats from a home-school cheerleader 

A professional teacher, Denise home schooled 
her children from the beginning. She uses a 
Christian curriculum and begins the day studying 
the Bible. Her dad, Wayne Musser, 
enthusiastically serves as home-school 
cheerleader, reveling in his grandchildren’s latest 
achievements. After taking a test, Denise’s 
children will run next door, where they show their 
tests to Grandpa.  Grandpa reinforces the 
answers by going over them then gives cool 
treats as rewards. 

Awana director 

On Thursday evenings, Denise serves 
as Director of Awana for kindergarten 
through second grade at Sovereign 
Grace Bible church in Redondo Beach. 
Awana is similar to Boy Scouts or Girl 
Scouts, but with a Christian emphasis. 

Denise is in charge of 20 children, nine who 
received the Lord this year. Denise is elated 
because all 20 children have received the Lord. 
Denise’s children participate in the Awana 
program, too. 

Active in ministry at an early age 

A native of Torrance, Denise grew up attending 
Calvary Baptist Church (CBC), renamed 
Crossroads Church, in Gardena with her parents 
and three older brothers. At age nine, she 
accepted the Lord at a Christian Club, held in a 
home a few blocks away from hers. Denise was 
later baptized at CBC. Growing up at CBC, 
Denise was very active in Children’s Ministry, 
teaching VBS and Sunday school from an early 
age. 

While at North High School (NHS), Denise took 
an active leadership role in the Christian Club. 
Following graduation from NHS, Denise attended 
El Camino College where she earned an AA 
degree in Liberal Studies in 1984. Denise 
completed her education at Cal State University 
Long Beach where she earned her B.A. in Liberal 
Studies with a speech and math Minor and 
teaching credential in 1988. During her teaching 
career, Denise purposely picked Watts and East 
Los Angeles as areas to teach, feeling the Lord’s 
Leading there. She had the pleasure of leading 
some of her students to Christ. 

God gives her strength 

Denise’s favorite Bible verse, Philippians 4:13 
reminds her, whether having a good or bad day, 
Christ helps her through it. 

“I can do everything through him who gives me 

strength.” 

As her mother did before her, Denise continues 
the tradition of setting a good Christian example 
to her children. 

Generational Blessing 

Profile of Denise Hadley 

by Kathy Aiso, Contributing Editor 
A godly mother passes 

on her love of God to her 

children. 
—Dr. John McArthur 
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Family News 

Memorial services were held for: 

� Steve and Marie Takano’s son, Reed, brother of Byron, was held on 

Thursday, June 24 at GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley officiated. 

� Patty Hatashita’s husband, Gerry, father of Kevin & Matthew, who 

passed away on Tuesday, June 15 was held on Wednesday, June 30 
at GVBC. Pastor James Chang officiated. 

Wedding announcement: 

֠ Congratulations to Russell & Jennifer [Nguyen] Komae who were 
married at GVBC on Saturday, July 3. Pastors Steve Langley and 
Chris Koga officiated. Proud parents are Kent & Jody Komae. 

Letters to our family 

� Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so very much for the lovely flowers 
that were delivered. They really brightened up my day after the 
surgery I recently had. All your support with prayers and cards and 
positive thoughts really helped my family and me. We are so blessed 
to have a church family so supportive and caring. 

I am doing well and feeling better and stronger day-by-day. Thank you 
again for the lovely flowers and all the prayer support. A special 
thanks to Pastor Steve for coming by before the surgery. It brought us 
a lot of comfort and strength that we had him there to pray with us. In 
Christ’s Love, Elaine Lee and Family 

� Dear Friends: On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to 
extend our thanks for the noble donations of $500 [from our LOVE 
fund], 23 bags and 7 cases of food to our year-round Emergency 
Food Pantry. Your willingness to help makes a difference in your 
community. 

Our community comes together to assist the needs of the low income 
and homeless in our community. The Human Services Division 
coordinates as Emergency Services Program that assists families and 
individuals with emergency food, bus tokens, crisis counseling and 
information and referrals. 

For over 31 years, our partnership efforts have been able to assist the 
every-growing needs of the less fortunate in the city of Gardena. In 
2009, we helped approximately 5,818 individuals. 

We thank you for your continued support. 

Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent Recreation/Human Services/Building 
Maintenance 

by Lydia S. James, Community Services Counselor 

In the news 

� A picture and announcement of Matthew Nakayama was spotted in 
the June 22, 2010 Rafu Shimpo on page 32 under the “Graduation 
2010” article. Matthew graduated from Cross Road Christian 
Academy as Valedictorian. Congratulations Matthew! 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your 
event in the subjec t line]. You 
can also call or email the event 
leaders directly. 

WEBSITE : www.gvbc.net. 

� Children’s Ministry 

�KidZone (1st- 5t h graders), Fridays, 7:00 —   
8:30 PM, Community Hall. Wear comfortable 
clothes and gym shoes to all events. 

�July 16:  Movie Night 
�July 23:  Foxtail Game 
�July 30:  VBS Family Night 
�August 6:  Scavenger Hunt 
�August 13:  Real Dodgeball 
�August 20:  Making ice cream 
�August 27:  Kickball/Basketball 

�Vacation Bible School Sunday, July 26 to 

Friday , July 30 [see article on page 3]. 

Contac t: Susan Wakuta, ex t. 689, susan@gvbc.net. 

� Hope for the Future “Fireproof” Movie Night 

Thursday, July 22, 6:00 — 9:00 PM, Sanctuary. 
Contac t Cindy Matsuda 
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. 

� Mexico Outreach Missions (M.O.M.) 

� Friday , July 23 to Sunday, August 1, Summer 
Mission Trip from Oaxaca to Panama 

� Saturday, October 2, Tijuana 

� Friday , December 17 to Sunday, December 19, 
San Telmo Christmas Mission Trip 

[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required]. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required. 

Contac t Teresa Matsushima via the church office. 

� 301 C lass 

Sundays of August 1 and 8, 12:30 — 3:30 PM. 
Learn about your unique spiritual gifts, your 
S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, 
Personality, Experience) and take the next step 
in the ministry exploration process. Taught by 
Pastor Annette Kakimoto. Lunch will be 
provided. Register by checking off the 
appropriate box on the back of your 
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani at the 
church office ext. 0 or email her at: 
jan@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject 
line]. 

 

� Youth Summer Camp 

Sunday, August 8 to Fri day , August 13, Alpine 
Conference Center, Blue Jay, finished 5th  to 
finished 11t h grades. Contact Daniel Matsuda, 
Youth Pastor, ext. 681, daniel@gvbc.net. 

� Baby Dedication 

Sunday, August 15, both worship services. 

� JEMS Co-Ed Softbal l Tournament 

Saturday , August 14, Wilson Park . Entry feel 
includes:  T-shirt, l unch, guest speaker during 
lunch and 1s t place teams receive i ndividual gifts. 
For more i nfo contact Harvey  Ujimori via the 
church office. 

� GVBC Seminarian Golf Tournament 

Monday, August 16, Rio Hondo Golf Club. 
Applications available in the Narthex, the church 
office, and on our website [see article on page 2]. 

� Neighborhood Day of Prayer Outreach 

Saturday , August 21, 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM. On 
Saturday , Aug 14 and Sunday, August 15 we will 
walk the neighborhood to get their prayer 
requests . Contact Bob Matsushima via the church 
office. 

� Volunteer Appreciation Sunday  

August 22 (more into to follow) 

� Baptism Sunday 

August 29. 

� Primetimers’ 2010 Calendar of Activi ties 

�Great Reno Balloon Race & Lake Tahoe, 
Thursday, September 9 — Sunday, September 
12. Cost $492 per person double occupancy, 
single occupancy add $150 (includes gratuity to 
the bus driver). Payment due: August 2. 

�Glory of Christmas at Crystal Cathedral, Sunday, 
Dec. 12. Cost: $105 (based on 19-28 participants)  
includes the gratuity to the driver. Please note: 
price does not include dinner. Please eat your 
dinner prior to boarding the bus. We will leave 
GVBC at 6:00 PM and return at 10:30 PM. 

Payment due: October 24. 

Make checks payable to Gardena Valley  Baptist 
Church [your event title in subject line]. 

Contact: Keiko or  Richard Imatomi via the church 
office. 

 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Issue 14 will be uploaded to website on 

Wednesday, July 21. Hard copies available 

on Sunday, July 25 in the Narthex. All articles 
should be submitted by Sunday, July 18. 

Christmas Musical 

Orientation/Signup Meeting 

Sunday, July 11 
10:10 to 10:40 AM 

Room 218 

Learn about the musical’s plot and sign up to join our team. Also, you can pick up the script, CD of the songs, 
music sheets, and rehearsal schedule. 

We will perform “A  Prodigal Christmas” on: 

Saturday , December 4 
Two performances at 
11:00 AM and 3:00 PM. 

We need actors, si ngers, musicians , stage hands, and technical support. All are welcome to join our team. 

Contact Susie Shelley , ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net or  David Cheng at noelquest2007@yahoo.com [subject: 
Christmas Musical] 

� Keep Gardena Beautiful 

Saturday , September 18. We’ll be working in the wetland 
preserve near South Park on Vermont & Artesia Blvd. 
Contac t the church office. 

� Men’s Retreat 

Saturday , September 25 to Sunday, September 26 at 
Victory Ranch. Contact the church office. 

� Cult &  Occults Seminar 

Sunday, September 26, 12:30 — 3:00 PM, room 113. 
Contac t Marianne Matsuda 

� Perspectives 

Mondays starting September 13 — January  10, 2011, 
7:00 — 9:00 PM, Room 218/220. Contact Tom Park. 

� Storytelling Class 

Sunday, October 10, 12:30 — 3:00 PM, room 113. 
Contac t Cyril Nishimoto. 

(FYI Events Calendar Continued from page 6) 

 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Bunso Otani, Nichigo Pastor , ex t. 676 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang — Assis tant Pastor  of Young Adul ts , ext. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Assis tant Pastor  — Youth, ext. 681 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Dawn Robinson, Christi an Educ. Secretary, ex t. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro Kagawa, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

�Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45 AM, 
Room 201 
 

 
 

Sunday, July 11 

Pastor Steve Langley 
Colossians 4:2-6 ~ Live Out Loud in Long Beach 

 
Sunday, July 18 

Colossians 4:7-18 ~ Live Out Loud 
 

Sunday, July 25 
New Sermon Series: Generosity 

 
 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Fax: (310) 768-2783 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 


